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Yeah, reviewing a books Social Science Beyond Constructivism And Realism Concepts Social Thought could be credited with your near contacts
listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be successful. As understood, completion does not recommend that you have extraordinary points.
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Pragmatism and Realism Jun 13 2021 In this collection of nine essays, Will demonstrates that a social account of human knowledge is consistent with,
and ultimately requires, realism.
The Realistic Concept of Independence... Sep 16 2021
Postcolonial Realism and the Concept of the Political Jun 25 2022 As the scholarly world attunes itself once again to the specifically political, this
book rethinks the political significance of literary realism within a postcolonial context. Generally, postcolonial studies has either ignored realism or
criticized it as being naïve, anachronistic, deceptive, or complicit with colonial discourse; in other words—incongruous with the postcolonial. This
book argues that postcolonial realism is intimately connected to the specifically political in the sense that realist form is premised on the idea of a
collective reality. Discussing a range of literary and theoretical works, Dr. Sorensen exemplifies that many postcolonial writers were often faced with
the realities of an unstable state, a divided community inhabiting a contested social space, the challenges of constructing a notion of ‘the people,’ often
out of a myriad of local communities with different traditions and languages brought together arbitrarily through colonization. The book demonstrates
that the political context of realism is the sphere or possibility of civil war, divided societies, and unstable communities. Postcolonial realism is
prompted by disturbing political circumstances, and it gestures toward a commonly imagined world, precisely because such a notion is under pressure
or absent.
Metaphysics: The Key Concepts Feb 21 2022 ‘Informative, accessible, and fun to read— this is an excellent reference guide for undergraduates and
anyone wanting an introduction to the fundamental issues of metaphysics. I know of no other resource like it.’– Meghan Griffith, Davidson College,
USA 'Marvellous! This book provides the very best place to start for students wanting to take the first step into understanding
metaphysics.Undergraduates would do well to buy it and consult it regularly. The quality and clarity of the material are consistently high.' – Chris
Daly, University of Manchester, UK Ever wondered about Gunk, Brains in a Vat or Frankfurt’s Nefarious Neurosurgeon? With complete explanations
of these terms and more, Metaphysics: The Key Concepts is an accessible and engaging introduction to the most widely studied and challenging
concepts in metaphysics. The authors clearly and lucidly define and discuss key terms and concepts, under the themes of: time particulars & universals
realism & antirealism free will personal identity causation and laws. Arranged in an easy to use A-Z format, each concept is explored and illustrated
with engaging and memorable examples, and accompanied by an up-to-date guide to further reading. Fully cross-referenced throughout, this
remarkable reference guide is essential reading for students of philosophy and all those interested in the nature of reality.
Methodical Realism Jan 20 2022 This short book is a work of one of the 20th century's greatest philosophers and historians of philosophy, Etienne
Gilson. The book's title, taken from the first chapter, may sound esoteric but it reflects a common-sense outlook on the world, applied in a methodical
way. That approach, known as realism, consists in emphasizing the fact that what is real precedes our concepts about it. In contrast to realism stands
idealism, which refers to the philosophical outlook that begins with ideas and tries to move from them to things. Gilson shows how the common-sense
notion of realism, though denied by many thinkers, is indispensible for a correct understanding of things--of what is and how we know what is. He
shows the flaws of idealism and he critiques efforts to introduce elements of idealism into realist philosophy (immediate realism). At the same time, the
author criticizes failures of certain realist philosophers--including Aristotle--to be consistent in their own principles and to begin from sound starting
points. To these problems, Gilson traces medieval philosophy's failure in the realm of science, which led early modern scientific thinkers of the 17th
century unnecessarily to reject even the best of medieval scholastic philosophy. He concludes with The Realist Beginner's Handbook, a summary of
key points for thinking clearly about reality and about the knowledge of it.
Realism and Psychology Aug 15 2021 This volume is a collection of new, published and revised essays, providing a distinctive, thoroughgoing,
realist approach to contemporary psychological theories, concepts, methods, and applications. The essays also offer critical analyses of antirealist
trends both in and outside of mainstream psychology.
The Culture Concept Nov 25 2019 "Culture" is a term we commonly use to explain the differences in our ways of living. In this book Michael A.
Elliott returns to the moment this usage was first articulated, tracing the concept of culture to the writings -- folktales, dialect literature, local color
sketches, and ethnographies -- that provided its intellectual underpinnings in turn-of-the-century America. The Culture Concept explains how this nowfamiliar definition of "culture" emerged during the late nineteenth century through the intersection of two separate endeavors that shared a commitment
to recording group-based difference -- American literary realism and scientific ethnography. Elliott looks at early works of cultural studies as diverse
as the conjure tales of Charles Chesnutt, the Ghost-Dance ethnography of James Mooney, and the prose narrative of the Omaha anthropologist-turnedauthor Francis La Flesche. His reading of these works -- which struggle to find appropriate theoretical and textual tools for articulating a less
chauvinistic understanding of human difference -- is at once a recovery of a lost connection between American literary realism and ethnography and a
productive inquiry into the usefulness of the culture concept as a critical tool in our time and times to come.

Reference, Truth and Conceptual Schemes May 24 2022 This systematic development of the internal realist approach, first developed by Hilary
Putnam, tries to steer a middle course between metaphysical realism and relativism. It argues against metaphysical realism that it is open to global
skepticism and cannot cope with conceptual pluralism. Against realism it is claimed that there are mind-independent constraints on the validity of our
claims to knowledge. The book provides a moderately verificationist account of semantics and a novel explanation of the idea of conceptual schemes.
It is also argued that the approach developed can accommodate our commonsense realist intuitions and is also compatible with physicalism and
naturalism. Readership: Philosophers at graduate student and advanced level. Advanced undergraduate courses could be based on certain parts of the
book.
Theory of International Politics Sep 28 2022 Forfatterens mål med denne bog er: 1) Analyse af de gældende teorier for international politik og hvad
der heri er lagt størst vægt på. 2) Konstruktion af en teori for international politik som kan kan råde bod på de mangler, der er i de nu gældende. 3)
Afprøvning af den rekonstruerede teori på faktiske hændelsesforløb.
Evidence, Explanation, and Realism Apr 30 2020 The essays in this volume address three fundamental questions in the philosophy of science: What is
required for some fact to be evidence for a scientific hypothesis? What does it mean to say that a scientist or a theory explains a phenomenon? Should
scientific theories that postulate "unobservable" entities such as electrons be construed realistically as aiming to correctly describe a world underlying
what is directly observable, or should such theories be understood as aiming to correctly describe only the observable world? Distinguished
philosopher of science Peter Achinstein provides answers to each of these questions in essays written over a period of more than 40 years. The present
volume brings together his important previously published essays, allowing the reader to confront some of the most basic and challenging issues in the
philosophy of science, and to consider Achinstein's many influential contributions to the solution of these issues. He presents a theory of evidence that
relates this concept to probability and explanation; a theory of explanation that relates this concept to an explaining act as well as to the different ways
in which explanations are to be evaluated; and an empirical defense of scientific realism that invokes both the concept of evidence and that of
explanation.
Realism and World Politics Jan 28 2020 Bringing together a theoretically varied group of leading scholars from both sides of the Atlantic, this book is
an outstanding appreciation of the work of realism's most important theorist since the Second World War, and the persistent themes thrown up by his
work over a half-century. The contributors do not engage with Waltz's work as slavish disciples, but rather as positive critics, recognising its decisive
significance in International Relations, while using the process of critical engagement to search for new or renewed understandings of unfolding global
situations and new insights into long-standing problems of theory-building. -Philosophy of Marketing Jun 01 2020 How can we overcome the rapidly ageing postmodernist paradigm, which has become sterile orthodoxy in
marketing? This book answers this crucial question using fresh philosophical tools developed by New Realism. It indicates the opportunities missed by
marketing due to the pervasive postmodernist ideology, and propose a new and fruitful approach pivoting on the significance of reality to marketing
analyses and models. Intensifying reference to reality will boost marketing research and practice, rather than impair them; conversely, neglecting such
a reference will marketing from realising its full potential, in several contexts. The aim of the book is foundational: its purpose is not a return to
traditional realism, but to break new ground and overcome theoretical obstacles, in marketing and management, by revising some of their assumptions
and by enriching their categories, thereby paving the way to fresh approaches and methodological innovations. In that sense, the book encourages
theoretical innovation and experimentation, and introduces new concepts, like invitation and attrition, which can find fruitful applications in marketing
theory and practice. That is meant to be conductive to the solution of important difficulties and to the uncovering of new phenomena. The last chapter
of the book applies the new approach to eight case studies from business contexts. This book will be of interest to philosophers interested in New
Realism and to researchers, scholars and marketing professionals sensitive to the importance and fruitfulness of reference to reality, for their own
purposes.
Beyond Rhetoric and Realism in Economics Aug 23 2019 Boylan and O'Gorman inject a fresh empiricist voice into the recent debates in economic
methodology.... praise the book for its careful scholarship, its intellectual novelty and its familiarity with existing methodological literature." D. Wade
Hands, University of Puget Sound, USA
Truth and Realism Oct 05 2020 Is truth objective or relative? What exists independently of our minds? This book is about these two questions. The
essays in its pages variously defend and critique answers to each, grapple over the proper methodology for addressing them, and wonder whether either
question is worth pursuing. In so doing, they carry on a long and esteemed tradition – for our two questions are among the oldest of philosophical
issues, and have vexed almost every major philosopher, from Plato, to Kant to Wittgenstein. Fifteen contributors bring fresh perspectives, renewed
energy and original answers to debates that have been the focus of a tremendous amount of interest in the last three decades, both within philosophy
and the culture at large.
Husserl and Realism in Logic and Mathematics Oct 25 2019 Mathematics and logic present crucial cases in deciding whether the world is of our
making or whether some form of realism is true. Edmund Husserl, who was initially a mathematician, discusses this general question extensively, but
although his views influenced the Dutch intuitionists and were taken very seriously by Gödel, they have not been widely appreciated among analytical
philosophers. In this book Robert Tragesser sets out to determine the conditions under which a realist ontology of mathematics and logic might be
justified, taking as his starting point Husserl's treatment of these metaphysical problems. He does not aim primarily at an exposition of Husserl's
phenomenology, although many of the central claims of phenomenology are clarified here. Rather he exploits its ideas and methods to show how they
can contribute to answering Michael Dummet's question 'Realism or Anti-Realism?'. In doing so he makes a challenging and provocative contribution
to the debate.
Present philosophical tendencies, a critical survey of naturalism, idealism, pragmatism, and realism May 12 2021
Realism and Racism Jul 26 2022 There are continuing difficulties within social science surrounding concepts of race. This book suggests that these
difficulties stem from the uncertain ontological and epistemological status of ideas about race, itself a consequence of the recognition that concepts of
race have all but lost their relevance as sociologically significant descriptions. This book surveys ways in which social scientists have attempted to
come to terms with this situation, before developing an alternative approach based on recent work by realist authors. This approach offers a radical
revision of orthodox debates about race concepts, about the possibility of a social science and about the nature of empirical research. This illustrated
through two policy examples: an account of post war migration to the UK, and debates about trans-racial adoption in the UK and the USA.
Concepts of Realism Oct 29 2022 Examination of the critical discourse on the literary movement of 'realism.'
Formal Ontology and Conceptual Realism Feb 09 2021 Theories about the ontological structure of the world have generally been described in
informal, intuitive terms. This book offers an account of the general features and methodology of formal ontology. The book defends conceptual
realism as the best system to adopt based on a logic of natural kinds. By formally reconstructing an intuitive, informal ontological scheme as a formal
ontology we can better determine the consistency and adequacy of that scheme.
Realism and Racism Mar 10 2021 This book surveys ways in which social scientists have attempted to come to terms with issues of race, before
developing an alternative approach based on recent work by realist authors.
Concepts of Criticism Aug 03 2020 Provocative and penetrating, these essays attest to Mr. Wellek’s intense concern during the past two decades with
the problems besetting the disciplines of literary theory, criticism, and history. Each essay accordingly sets as its goal the development of a concept
that will contribute to better understanding of the literary work. Trenchant investigation of such significant critical concepts as baroque, romanticism,
and realism are complemented by illuminating surveys of the current state of literary criticism and related commentaries on contemporary literary
theory and scholarship. Concepts of Criticism constitutes a valuable statement of Mr. Wellek’s theoretical position. A number of the essays are

published for the first time and a bibliography of Mr. Wellek’s publications is included. René Wellek, author of A History of Modern Criticism, 17501950, is Sterling Professor of Comparative Literature at Yale.
Critical Scientific Realism Aug 27 2022 Ilkka Niiniluoto comes to the rescue of scientific realism, showing that reports of its death have been greatly
exaggerated. Philosophical realism holds that the aim of a particular discourse is to make true statements about its subject-matter. Niiniluoto surveys
the different varieties of realism in ontology, semantics, epistemology, theory construction, and methodology. He then sets out his own original
version, and defends it against competing theories in the philosophy of science. Niiniluoto's critical scientific realism is founded upon the notion of
truth as correspondence between language and reality, and characterizes scientific progress in terms of increasing truthlikeness. This makes it possible
not only to take seriously, but also to make precise, the troublesome idea that scientific theories typically are false but nevertheless close to the truth.
Realism and Sociology Sep 04 2020 In recent years, methodological debates in the social sciences have increasingly focused on issues relating to
epistemology. Realism and Sociology makes an original contribution to the debate, charting a middle ground between postmodernism and positivism.
Critics often hold that realism tries to assume some definitive account of reality. Against this it is argued throughout the book that realism can combine
a strong definition of social reality with an anti-foundational approach to knowledge. The position of realist anti-foundationalism that is argued for is
developed and defended via the use of immanent critiques. These deal primarily with post-Wittgensteinian positions that seek to define knowledge and
social reality in terms of 'rule-following practices' within different 'forms of life' and 'language games'. Specifically, the argument engages with Rorty's
neo-pragmatism and the structuration theory of Giddens. The philosophy of Popper is also drawn upon in a critically appreciative way. While the
positions of Rorty and Giddens seek to deflate the claims of 'grand theory', albeit in different ways, they both end up with definitive claims about
knowledge and reality that preclude social research. By avoiding the general deflationary approach that relies on reference to 'practices', realism is able
to combine a strong social ontology with an anti-foundational epistemology, and thus act as an underlabourer for empirical research.
Reality at Risk Mar 30 2020 To find more information about Rowman and Littlefield titles, please visit www.rowmanlittlefield.com.
Models, Truth, and Realism Dec 27 2019 Barry Taylor's book mounts an argument against one of the fundamental tenets of much contemporary
philosophy, the idea that we can make sense of reality as existing objectively, independently of our capacities to come to know it.Part One sets the
scene by arguings that traditional realism can be explicated as a doctrine about truth - that truth is objective, that is, public, bivalent, and epistemically
independent. Part Two, the centrepiece of the book, shows how a form of Hilary Putnam's model-theoretic argument demonstrates that no such notion
of truth can be founded on the idea of correspondence, as explained in model-theoretic terms (more traditional accounts of correspondence having been
already disposed of inPart One). Part Three argues that non-correspondence accounts of truth - truth as superassertibility or idealized rational
acceptability, formal conceptions of truth, Tarskian truth - also fail to meet the criteria for objectivity; along the way, it also dismisses the claims of the
latterday views ofPutnam, and of similar views articulated by John McDowell, to constitute a new, less traditional form of realism. In the Coda, Taylor
bolsters some of the considerations advanced in Part Three in evaluating formal conceptions of truth, by assessing and rejecting the claims of Robert
Brandom to have combined such an account of truth with a satisfactory account of semantic structure. He concludes that there is no defensible notion
of truth which preserves the theses of traditional realism, norany extant position sufficiently true to the ideals of that doctrine to inherit its title. So the
only question remaining is which form of antirealism to adopt.
Truth, Reference, and Realism Dec 19 2021 "The volume presents the material of the first Oxford-Budapest Conference on Truth, Reference and
Realism held at CEU in 2005. The problem addressed by the conference, famously formulated by Paul Benacerraf in a paper on Mathematical Truth,
was how to understand truth in the semantics of discourses about abstract domains whose objects and properties cannot be observed by sense
perception. The papers of the volume focus on this semantic issue in four major fields: logic, mathematics, ethics and the metaphysics of properties in
general. Beyond marking an important event, the collected papers are also substantial contributions to the above topic, from the most distinguished
authors in these areas."--Publisher's website.
A Realist Approach for Qualitative Research Oct 17 2021 Are cultural and material phenomena equally real? How can one study the relationships
between cultural constructions, social behavior and material conditions and draw a valid conclusion from the data? In contrast to interpretive or
constructivist positions, realism supports the insights of critical theory in social and educational research regarding the relationships between actors'
perspectives and their actual situations, while avoiding the epistemological objectivism associated with positivism and some forms of post- positivist
empiricism. This book will explain how readers can use realism to conceptualize and conduct their qualitative study to get results with greater validity.
Realism and International Relations Jan 08 2021 Realism and International Relations provides students with a critical yet sympathetic survey of
political realism in international theory. Using six paradigmatic theories - Hans Morgenthau, Kenneth Waltz, the Prisoners' Dilemma, Thucydides,
Machiavelli, and Hobbes - the book examines realist accounts of human nature and state motivation, international anarchy, system structure and the
balance of power, international institutions, and morality in foreign policy. Donnelly argues that common realist propositions not only fail to stand up
to scrutiny but are rejected by many leading realists as well. He argues that rather than a general theory of international relations, realism is best seen as
a philosophical orientation or research program that emphasizes - in an insightful yet one-sided way - the constraints imposed by individual and
national egoism and international anarchy. Containing chapter-by-chapter guides to further reading and discussion questions for students, this book
offers an accessible and lively survey of the dominant theory in International Relations.
Images of Science Mar 22 2022 "Churchland and Hooker have collected ten papers by prominent philosophers of science which challenge van
Fraassen's thesis from a variety of realist perspectives. Together with van Fraassen's extensive reply . . . these articles provide a comprehensive picture
of the current debate in philosophy of science between realists and anti-realists."—Jeffrey Bub and David MacCallum, Foundations of Physics Letters
Emancipation and History Apr 11 2021 Assessing critical theory today, this book focuses on the connection between history and emancipation,
centering on trends that structure modernity and may lead us beyond it. To achieve its goal, it returns to abandoned issues in social and sociological
theory.
Causes of War Jul 22 2019 Written by leading scholars in the field, Causes of War provides the first comprehensive analysis of the leading theories
relating to the origins of both interstate and civil wars. Utilizes historical examples to illustrate individual theories throughout Includes an analysis of
theories of civil wars as well as interstate wars -- one of the only texts to do both Written by two former International Studies Association Presidents
Leviathan Jun 20 2019 Written by one of the founders of modern political philosophy, Thomas Hobbes, during the English civil war, Leviathan is an
influential work of nonfiction. Regarded as one of the earliest examples of the social contract theory, Leviathan has both historical and philosophical
importance. Social contract theory prioritizes the state over the individual, claiming that individuals have consented to the surrender of some of their
freedoms by participating in society. These surrendered freedoms help ensure that the government can be run easily. In exchange for their sacrifice, the
individual is protected and given a place in a steady social order. Articulating this theory, Hobbes argues for a strong, undivided government ruled by
an absolute sovereign. To support his argument, Hobbes includes topics of religion, human nature and taxation. Separated into four sections, Hobbes
claims his theory to be the resolution of the civil war that raged on as he wrote, creating chaos and taking causalities. The first section, Of Man
discusses the role human nature and instinct plays in the formation of government. The second section, Of Commonwealth explains the definition,
implications, types, and rules of succession in a commonwealth government. Of a Christian Commonwealth imagines the religion’s role government
and societal moral standards. Finally, Hobbes closes his argument with Of the Kingdom of Darkness. Through the use of philosophical theory and
historical study, Thomas Hobbes attempts to convince citizens to consider the cost and reward of being governed. Without an understanding of the
sociopolitical theories that keep government bodies in power, subjects can easily become complicit or allow society to slip into anarchy. Created
during a brutal civil war, Hobbes hoped to educate and persuade his peers. Though Leviathan was a work of controversy in its time, Hobbes’ theories
and prose has survived centuries, shaping the ideas of modern philosophy. This edition of Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes is now presented with a

stunning new cover design and is printed in an easy-to-read font. With these accommodations, Leviathan is accessible and applicable to contemporary
readers.
The struggle for an intellectually satisfying path to action. Critical Theory and Realism in International Relations Apr 23 2022 Essay from the year
2017 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: Peace and Conflict Studies, Security, grade: -, National University of Ireland, Maynooth
(Military College), course: Senior Staff Officer's Course, language: English, abstract: This essay will analyse the question whether critical theory
provides a more intellectually satisfying approach to the study of international relations than realism – or if realism offers a more useful guide for
political action. One could also ask: is there still a need for realism today? In order to establish a basis for further examination, this essay will sketch
out realist thought and critical theory in international relations. This will be followed by a case study, which will reflect the suitability of both
approaches in the Ukraine crisis. This essay does not attempt to offer an extensive analysis of the conflict but will discuss how realist and critical
prisms shape the perception of this conflict. Finally, it will question if the theories offer practical guidance for political action. Realism and liberalism
are the classic theories in the studies of international relations. In the last decades, these traditional ideas have been challenged by new ideas such as
social constructivism, post-positivism and a variety of marxist theories. One of the neo-marxist approaches to international relations is critical theory.
In his well-received article “Social forces, states, and world orders” Robert W. Cox used the distinction between critical theory and “problem solving
theory” to distinguish critical theory from traditional approaches to the study of international relation. At first sight, this seems to implicate that critical
theory is not interested in problem-solving.
A Modest Realism Sep 23 2019 What do words have to do with the world? Do our concepts make the world the way it is for us? If concepts do make
the world what it is for us, is this making complete, without residue of a natural world, and how does this making occur? Is there a real world to which
word and concepts refer that anchors their meaning? What is the role of the imagination in making words have meaning? Is understanding embodied,
conceptual, or both? A Modest Realism explores these questions through its examination of the foundations of articulatable experience. It joins
language and experience in a non-essentialist realism, while avoiding the non sequiturs and practical impossibilities of most twentieth century
postmodern philosophers.
Beyond Scepticism and Realism Dec 07 2020
Political Realism, Freud, and Human Nature in International Relations Jul 14 2021 In the tradition of political realism, this book provides an
important reappraisal of the concept of human nature in contemporary realist international-political theory. With special reference to the anthropology
of Sigmund Freud, a consequential yet terribly neglected and underestimated thinker in International Relations, Schuett demonstrates that analytical
and normative theorizing of all international-political reality, its nature, tragedies, and potentialities, requires a sophisticated theory of human nature.
Developing a Freudian philosophical anthropology for political realism, he argues for the careful resurrection of the concept of human nature in the
wider study of international relations.
Magical Realism and Literature Feb 27 2020 Magical realism can lay claim to being one of most recognizable genres of prose writing. It mingles the
probable and improbable, the real and the fantastic, and it provided the late-twentieth century novel with an infusion of creative energy in Latin
America, Africa, Asia, and beyond. Writers such as Alejo Carpentier, Gabriel García Márquez, Isabel Allende, Salman Rushdie, Ben Okri, and many
others harnessed the resources of narrative realism to the representation of folklore, belief, and fantasy. This book sheds new light on magical realism,
exploring in detail its global origins and development. It offers new perspectives of the history of the ideas behind this literary tradition, including
magic, realism, otherness, primitivism, ethnography, indigeneity, and space and time.
Systems Thinking, Critical Realism and Philosophy Nov 18 2021 Systems Thinking, Critical Realism and Philosophy: A Confluence of Ideas seeks to
re-address the whole question of philosophy and systems thinking for the twenty first century and provide a new work that would be of value to both
systems and philosophy. This is a highly opportune time when different fields – critical realism, philosophy of science and systems thinking – are all
developing around the same set of concepts and yet not realizing it. This book will be of interest to the academic systems community worldwide and
due to it's interdisciplinary coverage, it will also be of relevance to a wide range of scholars in other disciplines, particularly philosophy but also
operational research, information systems, and sociology.
Hasok Chang’s Active Scientific Realism in the Context of Realist Scientific Paradigms Nov 06 2020 Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the
subject Philosophy - Philosophy of the Present, grade: 1.0, University of Vienna (Institut für Philosophie), course: Seminar Pluralismus und
Wissenschaftsphilosophie, language: English, abstract: In his recent book, Is Water H2O?, Hasok Chang presents a detailed analysis of scientific
realism and enunciates a new concept of it, which he names “active scientific realism”. It is a view of scientific realism that accentuates experimental
activity for learning about reality rather than armchair philosophy in the search for utmost metaphysical truth. Chang puts it in a nutshell as follows: “If
the buzzword for standard realism is truth, it is progress for active realism.” (Chang 2012, 223) This term paper attempts to critically look at this new
concept, put it in the perspective of other realist concepts and find answers to questions like the following: • How does Chang’s concept fit into the
existing landscape of scientific realism? • What are the roots of the concept? • What is new and attractive in it? • What are the weaknesses of the
concept? First I’ll try to define scientific realism as a metaphysical and epistemological position as opposed to anti-realism. In the next chapter I’ll
present the main arguments for and against scientific realism, the “no miracle” argument and the “pessimistic meta induction”, and also look at them
from Hasok Chang’s angle of view. Then a brief overview of common realist positions in philosophy of science will be given, including Hasok
Chang’s new conception. In the following chapter I’ll try to look critically at some aspects of Chang’s “Active Scientific Realism” and balance the
strengths and weaknesses of the concept.
Rational Theory of International Politics Jul 02 2020 Within the realist school of international relations, a prevailing view holds that the anarchic
structure of the international system invariably forces the great powers to seek security at one another's expense, dooming even peaceful nations to an
unrelenting struggle for power and dominance. Rational Theory of International Politics offers a more nuanced alternative to this view, one that
provides answers to the most fundamental and pressing questions of international relations. Why do states sometimes compete and wage war while at
other times they cooperate and pursue peace? Does competition reflect pressures generated by the anarchic international system or rather states' own
expansionist goals? Are the United States and China on a collision course to war, or is continued coexistence possible? Is peace in the Middle East
even feasible? Charles Glaser puts forward a major new theory of international politics that identifies three kinds of variables that influence a state's
strategy: the state's motives, specifically whether it is motivated by security concerns or "greed"; material variables, which determine its military
capabilities; and information variables, most importantly what the state knows about its adversary's motives. Rational Theory of International Politics
demonstrates that variation in motives can be key to the choice of strategy; that the international environment sometimes favors cooperation over
competition; and that information variables can be as important as material variables in determining the strategy a state should choose.
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